
SUMMER  2003

VOLUME XIV
NUMBER II

Directors

Alan Hills
President
Mississauga, Ontario

Jennifer East
Vice-President
Killarney, Ontario

Nicole Charette
Past-President
Sudbury, Ontario

Michael Brown
Sudbury, Ontario

Dick DeStefano
Sudbury, Ontario

Betty Battye
Blythe, Ontario

Nancy Gibson
Kitchener, Ontario

Klaus Haring
Sudbury, Ontario

Richard Todd,
Wakefield, Quebec

Dawn Brown
Executive Director
Sudbury, Ontario

Leslie Joynt
Friends/Ontario
Parks Liaison
Assistant
Park Superintendent
Killarney, Ontario

A splash of colour
compliments of Journal
Printing Sudbury, Ontario.
Paper generously provided
by Cascade Resources.

An Evening with the Friends
David Archibald Concert
Friday, July 11th, 2003
Bring the whole family for an evening
of musical entertainment.

Killarney Events

Friends of Killarney Park
Silent Auction
Friday, July 11th - Sunday July 13th, 2003
Come and bid on a wide variety of
great outdoor gear generously donated
by our sponsors.

Friends of Killarney Park
Annual General Meeting
Saturday, July 12, 2003
11:00 am
Killarney Provincial Park Amphitheatre
Everyone Welcome

Friends Weekend July 11th - 13th  Natural Resources Monitoring Dates
Loon Survey - August 17th
Butterfly Count - July 13th

Killarney Lion’s Club
Outdoor Dance
Saturday, July 26th, 2003
An evening of music and dance
at the Killarney  Municipal Outdoor Lot.

KillarneyVolunteer
Fire Department
Annual Fish Fry
Sunday, July 27th, 2003
Live music and plenty of fresh
Georgian Bay fish.

Summer 2003

Our volunteers

2003 Clean-up and Rehabilitation Weekend
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Fall Campsite and Philip Edward Island
                               Rehabilitation Weekend

Come and join the Friends for the Fall Campground Rehabilitation
and Philip Edward Island Clean Up Weekend.

September 26th - 28th, 2003

For more information and to register and/or book yo ur
accommodations at the Ontario Ranger Camp, please
contact Kris or Dawn at (705) 287-2800.

Accommodation – Camping at
George Lake Campground or
Ontario Ranger Camp

Food - Saturday lunch and
Sunday breakfast supplied by Friends

Friday Sept 26th - Check in -
Start Campsite Clean Ups

Sat Sept 27th - 9:00 am - Campsite
Rehabilitation (site re-vegetation,
defining boundaries)
12:30 pm  - Friends BBQ
5:30pm - PotluckDinner,
Evening Slide Show

Sun Sept 28th -  9:00 am -
Friends Breakfast

Friday Sept 26th - Check in -
Start Chikanishing Shoreline Clean Up

Sat Sept 27th - 9:00 am -
Leave for Philip Edward Island
for clean up and privy building
6:00 pm - Dinner served on the rocks

Sun Sept 28th - Breakfast and finish
clean up

Accommodation – Camping on Philip
Edward Island. Please bring your own
tent and sleeping bag.

Food - Saturday lunch, dinner and
Sunday breakfast supplied by Friends

           Campsite Rehabilitation
       Team

 Philip Edward Island
         Team
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Lake Campground. We are also looking forward to an
enthusiastic response to the recently launched Park Once
Challenge. For the kayaking enthusiast, the Paddle Safely
program will help promote responsible and safe travel on the
waters of Georgian Bay. In your newsletter,  you will also notice
a Killarney wildlife information card. All funds collected through
the Killarney Wildlife Fellowship program will go directly to
support educational programs based on on-going research.

By caring together, we can go a long way to help ensure
that Killarney’s natural environment remains a clean and quiet
place in which the visitor can enjoy a safe and enjoyable
wilderness experience.

Kris Puhvel
Marketing and Membership Co-ordinator

After a long, some would say traditional Canadian winter,
spring-like weather has arrived here in Killarney, bringing about
an explosion of wildflowers, the return of migratory birds from
the south, and of course, the wilderness camper.

Another sure sign of springtime in Killarney Provincial Park
was the sight and sound of volunteers of all ages during the
Annual Campground Rehabilitation and Clean Up Weekend.
This year’s event demonstrated that the success of our
organization lies in the continued dedication and support of
our membership. I would like to personally thank all those who
attended and welcome everyone to join us in the fall.

With your support, the Friends continue to meet its mandate
for preservation, protection, and education. Look for 10 new
Friends-funded campground information boards in the George

A Message from your Friends



Drop by the Outpost and purchase your  very own ticket
for this year’s canoe raffle. All money raised will go
directly to funding special park projects.
Draw Date: October 31st, 2003

  We would like to thank our generous sponsors!

Photo by
Scott Card

Take the Challenge!
The Park Once Challenge encourages all Killarney Park
users to leave their car parked during their stay within the
George Lake Campground. By walking or bicycling to
the beach, amphitheatre, comfort station or the park
office, campers will significantly reduce harmful emissions
of smog causing pollutants, lower levels of noise
associated with automobile use and reduce the number of
required parking areas.

Each participant will be given a ribbon to be placed on
their car during their stay in the George Lake campground.
Upon departure from the park, if you have met the
challenge and not used your vehicle (with the exception of
driving to areas outside the campground),  fill in the form
below and enter a draw for a brand new mountain bike.

 PARK ONCE CHALLENGE
FRIENDS OF KILLARNEY PARK

66th Annual
Canoe Raffle

The 9th Friends Spring Clean-Up and Rehabilitation
Weekend was held this year from the 2nd to the 4th of May.
With seasonally warm temperatures and  bright skies, more
than 90 enthusiastic volunteers turned out for this annual
event. With the large turnout, many projects were able to
be completed. All sites and fire pits in the George Lake
campground were cleaned. Eight sites in total were
rehabilitated, including the establishment of a second
barrier-free site. A number of areas, which were cleared
for  construction purposes over the winter, were re-planted
with spruce, oak, pine, and maple seedlings.

Outside of the campground, volunteers helped re-vegetate
the Chikanishing access area and collect debris from the
Killarney lighthouse area. In addition, work was completed
on cleaning up the nursery. After all the hard work,
volunteers had time to relax and some even tested the chilly
waters of George Lake. The day was capped off by a
delicious potluck dinner which was prepared by cooks Skip
Maher, Brian Soehner,  and the Elmira Adventures.

Campground Clean Up  and
Rehabilitation Weekend

Park  Superintendent Chuck
Miller thanks the volunteers.

Killarney youth lend a helping hand.
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E very summer we get the opportunity to see these two
creatures that are as different as night and day and yet, at
the same time, share the similarities of night and day.  One
is a creature of the day and the other a creature of the
night.  One everyone is thrilled to see, the other the reaction
can differ greatly.  One presents itself to us in a flashing
blur, stands still to show off its bright colours and gives us
the thrill of watching aerial acrobatics, the other doesn’t
give us bright colours to “ooh” and “ahh” at and while it
seems to fly slowly and erratically it is just as mystical to
see.  What are these two summer time creatures?  One is
a daylight thrill the other a nighttime creature of mystery
and legend.  The creatures - hummingbirds and bats. 

Everyone loves to watch and enjoy hummingbirds as they
visit us.  There have been reported sightings of four different
species of hummingbirds in Ontario.  The Ruby-throated
hummingbird is by far the most common hummingbird to
thrill us in Eastern Canada.  The bat, however, is not always
as openly welcome in our habitat.  Nineteen species of
bats have been recorded in Canada, with at least eight
species in Ontario.  The most common are the Little Brown
Bat and to a lesser extent the Big Brown Bat.

In the spring the Ruby-throat hummingbird migrates from
southern Mexico and central Costa Rica to start arriving
in Ontario around May12-14.  No, contrary to local myth,
they do not hitch rides on the backs of Canada Geese.
This 3 ¾” long garden jewel flies solo all the way.  This
year the hummingbirds arrived very early! The first reported
sighting in Ontario was April 18 and then reported in the
GTA on April 20.  On the other hand, many of our local
bat species spend their winters here with us in Ontario.
The Little Brown Bat will hibernate in caves and sometimes
in attics and barns.  The Hoary bat migrates to the Southern
US and as far as Mexico.  As far as we know no one
tracks, records and provides bat migration information to
help us understand the movement of bats.  Once the
hummingbirds arrive your chances of getting a fleeting
glance or an ongoing show depends on where you happen
to be staying or passing through in the summer.  The
Muskoka’s, Haliburton’s and typically what we refer to as
Northern Ontario (as far north as the northern edge of
Lake Superior) is a “buzz” with the blur of wings by the
end of May, where ongoing daily viewing is the norm.  In
the GTA we typically only get glimpses of the hummingbirds

The desire to see more bats after the first bat viewing varies
greatly from person to person.  Our family can’t get enough
as we watch these night flyers zig and zag through the night
sky.  But on our camping trips we will often hear a parent
warn their children to be careful because the bats are out
and bats like to land on people’s heads and tangle themselves
in your hair.  We cringe when we hear that.  Myth – bats do
not want to land on your head.  Fact – bats hunt insects
using echolocation.  The Little Brown Bat uses ultrasonic
sound waves as a method of orientation.  The bat emits
pulses of sound and uses its large ears to hear the returning
echoes.  The difference between the original sound and the
sound of the echo allows the bat to locate and identify objects
in its path.  If an insect has been attracted to a human and

as they migrate (spring May 12 - June 30 and fall Aug 15 -
Sept 30) through the area.  There are regular summer
sightings of hummingbirds and their nests in southern areas
such as Caledon, Bolton and the area around Welland.  The
Little Brown Bat can be found all through Ontario other
than a very small segment of Northern Ontario bordering
Hudson’s Bay.  Although bats are more widely dispersed
throughout all of Ontario through the summer, we definitely
receive very few bats sightings versus many hummingbird
sightings.

Once you have seen your first Ruby-throat you are always
looking forward to your next viewing.  If you are at home
or at your cottage the best way to accomplish this is to
create a habitat that hummingbirds can’t resist.  Planting a
variety and mixture of flowers, vines, plants and trees that
the Ruby-throat will use as a food source is a great place
to start.  It is true that hummingbirds are attracted to the
colour red.  Many of the native plants that hummingbirds
use as a food source have red blooms.  Ornithologists believe
that the plants and hummingbirds evolved together for
mutual benefit.  The hummingbird gets nutrition and the
movement from plant to plant promotes pollination.  The
list of hummingbird plants that are appropriate for eastern
Ontario are too numerous to list here but some suggestions
are:  flowers – Cardinal flower, Columbine, Bee Balm; vines
– Coral or trumpet honeysuckle, Red morning glory; shrubs
– Azalea, Butterfly bush; trees – Flowering crab apple,
Hawthorn.  And of course don’t forget your hummingbird
feeder.  The feeder is a great addition to your garden and it
is an item our family always remembers to pack for our
camping trips.  Hummingbird nectar is made up of a ¼ cup
white table sugar to every cup of water.   Boil the solution
to dissolve the sugar, cool the nectar and fill your feeders.
Place the rem aining nectar in the refrigerator.  YOU DO
NOT NEED RED FOOD COLOURING! You should
change the nectar and wash your feeders every two to
five days at most.  Hummingbirds can consume up to 50%
of their weight in nectar per day. To get protein in their diet
hummers eat insects. Watching a hummingbird zip up to
the feeder, hover (maybe perch), dip its beak and take the
nectar from the feeder or plant is a sight we all love. The
hummingbird’s tongue, which is as long as its beak, is
grooved on the sides and is extended into the flower or
feeder to collect the nectar.

Night and Day
from Wild Birds Unlimited

Continued on page 8...
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Elk were originally endemic across Ontario. Historical records indicate that the range of the species extended north to
the upper Ottawa River and the north shore of Lake Huron.  Excessive hunting for meat and trophies as well as habitat
fragmentation most likely caused the final demise of native Ontario elk in the late 1800’s. A 1930’s reintroduction
attempt of western elk to Ontario resulted in a small population in the Burwash French River area.

In 1997, prior to the initiation of elk restoration in Ontario, elk were confirmed to exist only in the Burwash/French
River area. These animals were believed to be descendants of original animals released at Burwash and existed and
still do as two distinct herds. One herd frequents the vicinity of the Department of National Defence property at
Burwash, while the other herd inhabits the French River delta on Georgian Bay. These two herds of elk occupied a
combined range of about 1200 km2 and were estimated to contain approximately 40-45 animals in total.

Burwash regions were obtained from EINP.  Upon arrival elk were placed in an enclosure in order to recuperate and
habituate.  The length of the holding period varied from a “hard release” (4-10 days) to a “soft release” (6-16 weeks).  In
1998 and 1999 elk were released approximately 8 km northeast of Tyson Lake in the Halifax lake area, north of the
Killarney Highway. Subsequent releases occurred within the former Burwash Industrial Farm site.

Elk research on the Burwash and French River herds conducted by the Northern
Environmental Heritage Institute led to requests from many interest groups for
the Ontario government to engage in a restoration program.  During 1996 and
1997, an elk technical committee worked with consultants in the preparation of
the Plan to Restore Elk to Ontario. The planning exercise considered many factors
including habitat needs, population ecology, genetic diseases and parasites, elk/
human interactions and other wildlife.

Between 1998 and 2001, 182 elk were transported from Elk Island National Park
in Alberta to the Sudbury area; of those 172 were successfully release, 166 of
which were fitted with radio collars.  Elk reintroduced into the French River

The Nippissing-French River Elk Restoration Project
by Jason Stevenson

Each moment of the year has its own beauty . . . a picture
which was never before and shall never be seen again.
- Ralph Waldo Emerson

2nd Edition
Canoe Guide

Now available!

Wild elk in the Killarney areaa

Thanks to all our members who supported
the printing of this guide.
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She shouldn’t have apologized, though. If she had not been busy, I would have told her the following
story: In 1971 a friend and I hiked from Baie fine to O.S.A. Lake along the Old Trout Lake Road, thence traversing the big hills to the
north of the lake. On our way we stopped for lunch on a slope of talus, thousands of blocks of white rock fallen over thousands of
years from the cliffs above. Since there was no can-and-bottle ban at the time, we drank a tin of condensed milk there.

Let me tell you about my friend. He’s been a life-long hiker, a conservationist who gives lectures on the importance of preserving
wilderness, low-impact camping and environmental activism. And yet he felt no compunction about flattening the empty tin and
sliding it out of site beneath one of those boulders. I heard it clank as it fell further down. I wanted to retrieve it, though it was
probably out of reach. In any case, my friend wouldn’t tell me under which rock he’d put it. I’m sure it’s still there. “What does it
matter?” he wanted to know.

I think of this story every time someone tells me, “It’s all right for people like us to bring in the odd can or bottle. We’d never dream
of not packing it out.” Perhaps that is so, but I sometimes wonder what is so onerous about observing the ban.

When the lady at the counter asked to see my stove, she was probably 99 percent sure that I wouldn’t dream of building a fire
during a ban. But how could she be sure? Perhaps an “old timer” like me would figure he didn’t need a stove because he could build
a fire safely in the driest conditions.

The rule was that everyone going into the interior had to take a stove with them and that she had to make sure that every party had
one. She was right not to make an exception for me. Rules are for everyone.

    Rules are for everyone

One dry summer a few years ago there was a fire ban in the park. Before you could get your interior
travel permit, you had to prove that you had a stove. The person helping me hesitated a moment before
asking to see mine and apologized when she did ask. She has been working in the park office for many
years and knows that I have been coming there for even longer, almost from the beginning of the park’s
existence.

           By Richard Todd

Some of the hundreds of seedlings planted

Spring Clean-Up
and Rehab 2003

Site 82 after its facelift
Site 38 is now the second barrier-free site

at the George Lake campground



Name:

Address:

City:

 Province/State:

 Postal/Zip Code:

Telephone: (         )

E-mail:

Annual Membership
           $10.00   Individual

     $20.00   Family
     $30.00  Organized group

Corporate Sponsorship
  $100.00 Granite Ridge
$200.00 Silver Peak
 $300.00  La Cloche

In addition to my membership
I wish to donate:
$100       $50       $30

Payment By: rr     Cheque/Money Order
rr     Mastercard rr    Visa

Card#
Exp. Date:
Cardholder’s Signature:

For office use only:
Payment Received:                   Clerk:
Date:                                            Card Sent:

CARING TOGETHER
A Registered Canadian Charitable Organization

#0731729-52-19

RETURN TO:
Friends of Killarney Park
Killarney ON P0M 2AO

Tel: (705)  287-2800     Fax: (705) 287-2893
      www.friendsofkillarneypark.ca
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Killarney Landscapes
2004 Calendar

16 Month Edition

Discover the beauty of the Killarney area
through  the lens of  nature photographers
Scott Card, Ron Smid, Rob Stimpson and
Philip Schmidt. This 10X12’ Friends of
Killarney Park calendar features a variety
of images which capture the diverse
landscapes of the Killarney area.

Member’s Price: $15.00 (includes taxes, postage, and handling)

 Please send me a copy of the 2004 Killarney Calendar

Name:

Address:

Province/State:                                 Postal/Zip Code:

Card#

Exp. Date:

                                Return to: Friends of Killarney Park
                                      Killarney, Ontario  P0M 2A0

dd

Payment By:   Cheque/ Money Order      Visa       Mastercard

MEMBERSHIP:

JOIN OR RENEW TODAY

other
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the bat locates the insect near you, it is not all that uncommon
for bats to come very close to you to catch the flying insect.
Insect eating bats eat 30 – 50% of their body weight in insects
per night.  Insects include:  moths, mosquitoes, beetles, mayflies
and midges.  The Little Brown Bat weighs 8g (the weight of
two nickels and a dime) and in one bat 145 mosquitoes were
found in its stomach after one night’s hunting.  Imagine eating
50% of your body weight daily!  Our 80 lb son would be
eating 40 lb of food each day – that would be some grocery
bill!  The Little Brown Bat has been observed catching
mosquitoes at a rate of 10 per minute (or 600 per hour). This
makes them great natural predators of mosquitoes and
therefore a great natural way to help combat West Nile Virus.

To attract bats to your habitat, you should try to entice insects
into your backyard and provide the bats with a place to live.
Plants that release a scent at night will attract night-flying
insects that feed on the nectar, such as moths.  Flowers, such
as Four-O’Clock’s, Goldenrod, Nicotiana and Cardinal
Flower; herbs such as, Lavender, Spearmint, Thyme, and
Sage work well.  Ideally a natural water source should be
close by (within 1 – 3 km) or a manmade pond and/or stream
will help provide bats with insects and a source of drinking
water.  If water is not in the immediate vicinity, Little Brown
Bats will still hunt for insects in and around a garden and
lawn area.

In the summer, female Little Brown Bats will live in colonies
of up to three hundred where they each give birth to their
single baby.  You can entice these colonies into your habitat
with a properly sized and located bat house.  Bat house designs
can vary but some basic minimum dimensions are 2’ tall x 15"
wide and 3" deep. Elements of a good bat house design for
Ontario are:  slanted roof for rain run off, an interior ceiling
inside the house to trap heat, a ventilation slot in the bottom
third of the house, predator guard located in the interior of the
house, grooved or mesh interior and landing area, dark water
based stained exterior, caulked seams and exterior grade
screws.  Bat houses should be located at least 15 – 20 feet
high with 6 – 8 hours of direct sunlight, preferably morning
through late afternoon.  Ideally a south or southeast frontal
exposure is preferred.  Attaching the bat house to a pole or
building typically yields better results than bat houses attached
to trees, although dead trees do seem to work well.  To
determine if you have bats using your bat house watch for
them leaving at night (within a ½ hour after sunset) or look
for the tell tale signs of bat guano on the landing area.

We really enjoy these two summer time visitors and you can
prepare your habitat to encourage hummingbirds and bats to
visit. Birds and bats co-exist in harmony.  Whether it be a
fleeting glance or an ongoing presence, it is great to sit back
and enjoy the daytime show, but remember the nighttime show
is just as good.

by Lynda and Jim Mackiewicz

(Wild Birds Unlimited is located at 5 468 Dundas Street
West, Etobicoke, Ontario. Show your Friends membership card
and receive 10% off on one regular priced item per visit.)

....continued from page 4

Thank you to our generous donors for
this year’s Silent Auction prizes

(July10th -13th)s

Ernest Somers and Whispering
Wings Studio


